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COMMMICABLE DISHASIZ IN FRANCE 


1. Information on certein reportable diseases in France has 
Deen obtained from officiais of the French Ministry of Hoslth. 
The diseases are reported by departments, and the figures cover 


tae years 1941, 1942, 1943, and the first six months of i944. 


ee in this summary the eaevaileble figures for each disease 
are graphcd separately. The brief descriptions preecding the tab- 
ular Summary are taken directly from material furnished by the 
Preneh Ministry of Hvelth, to indicate the Frerch views,on certain 
contagious discases. 


3. These figures are believed to be the most eccurate so 
fer Obtained for disease. incidence in France, Current information 
Will be distributed as evaiiable, 


4, Reference should be made to Medical Intelligence Summaries 
Soe o, 9, li, te and 13. 


5. Additional copies of this report may be obtained on re- 
quest 
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TYPHOID AND FARA-TYPHOID FEVERS 


Morbidity figures for typhoid and para-typhoid fevers have 
shown a steady increase during the past four years, However, it 
was not until 1943 that the figures rose to the level of the "192 8- 
1638 median, (See Medical Intelligence Summary No, 13.) Typhoid 
and para-ty;hoid have continued to occur most frecuently in the 
coastal areas, which has been a normel characteristic of these di- 
seases in Fra nee, It is believed that neither the active period 
of the war nor the massive migration of the population in June 
1640 influenced the tyrhoid - para-tyrhoids rates to any extent, 
Sere causes of the steady increase in inei dente are given 
as O OWSt~=. - 


a, Folivtion of wa ter. supplies, An unusual drought dur- 
ing the warm season of the last few years has interfered with the 
normal water. supplies, Many distribution systems had never before 
faced such a drought, and were found to be unable’ to meet the 
situation, The population was foreed to use water from wells which 
hed been previously abandoned, a fact which increased the danger 
ef pollution, 


m, she tack of tolling. stock, fuel, and labor has either 
slowed down considerebly or in certain "areas "entirely stopped the 
work of the vidangeurs, This has resulted in the overflow of a 
number of cesspools, with spread of pathogenic orgenisms of intes- 
tinal origin, 


¢. The shortage or absenee of chemiesl fertilizers, phos- 
phates or nitrates, has produced an inerease in the practice of 
using human waste as fertilizer, This has not nae resulted in 
the contamination of truck garden products, but has increased the 
chances for the contamination of well water eupeiied. These prac=- 
tices have also resulted in an inerease in the number of flies, 
which may act as vectors of intestinal diseases, 


a. Epidemics originating from the ingestion of infected 
shellfish also have occurred, especially in the regions of Bordeaux 
and Caen, ‘The present control over fishermen and fishing areas 
is insufficient to prevent individuals from taking i one ahah from 
zones which have been labeled as polluted,. 


e, Lack of milk supplies for individuals in towns and 
cities has driver many people to sceking milk’ directly from the 
producer, This results in the ingestion of raw milk without the 
benefits of pasteurization, Even so, it is.only in the region of 
Lyor. that milk borne epidemics have been reported, 


— ee Oe Ge Oe res nee 


The incidence of diphtheria has increased steadily since 
1938, reaching its maximum in 1943, The greatest number of cases 
is reporte d from October to Mareh of each year, with the peek 
frequency being in December (Sce Medical Intelligence Summary No, 
8). kerorts by departments indicate that although prior to the 
war diphtheria was more common in eastern France, the present trend 
is toward an increased frecuenecy in the west, 


SCAR ie — 
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cone The ides or cases of deeviet fever ee ‘Ancreased rapidly .." ' 
_ in the past four years, but has not approached the total for — ; 
m @iphtheria,:. It is believed that the severity of the disease, ag ; 
a seen in France at the present time, is increased,.end that. more 
fatalities occur than formerly. ihe geogie phical and seasonal dis- 
_ tribution of scarlet fever in France is not remarkable (See Medi- 
= cal Intelligence Summary No, 9). 
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CRRE SBROSPINAL NAL MENINGITIS 


Te France, Metebrogutnai meningitis is endemic. principe ally in 
a Normandy, Brittany and-Veridee, The incidente of~the disease showed 
a S-enarp rise in. 1946, then a fall .in 1941, although the number fe- 


- méeined higher than normal; This was belie aved to be due to the con- 
ag siderable movement of the population, the presence of rvefugces 


Epos hygienic conditions, etc, ‘Since this time the incidence of 
eningitis has steadily yegressed to the levels of the years be=, 
Gore the war: (See Medical re oer TICS eens Nos 1s 


See : EB a 


ee ed 


evra 


AED YSENYER IES 


¢ m 


ee. :, Bo civiare Dysentery. : t facus Or -Paotllary. dysontery 

| existed at one time in Brittany, but it appears to have been ex- 
Be: vinguished for some time, Kecent renorts _ do not seem to-. jndicete. 
ui -recrudescenec of this old Foous... 


ee. “Amebie Sysentery, / Autochthonus. amebiasis has yen ce 
rarity in France since 1914, Dwring’ thé war of 1914-1918, ‘amebic 
dysentery manifested a certein activity due to the arrival OE 
colonial troyps, These same factors caused a slight recrudes- 
.: cence in 1940, but bine morbidity. rate has. already. fallen to. its 
a hobi tual eve Bas 


sepeenecveremennn Seer 


se ined. "The: 2 in hove Hees all ee Leance at ‘the 
present time, 


ee ee ee) 


ae POLIO HL TTIS 


The Yast epidemic of ‘poliomyelitis in Frence. oceurred in 
1930, .Since that time sporadic cases have appeared in practically 
all the departments, The endemicity increased suddenly in June 
1943, following the development of several small LOC! ‘lized out- 
breaks of the disease. (See Medicel Intelligence Surmary No, 12). 
These were principally in the west of Frenee, In the epidemic 


of 1930 approximately 84 per cent of cases were less than 6 years 
eke In 1943 the age distribution in 1,000 cases was as 
ollows:- 


O- 5 years 202 cases 
5 - 10 years 222 cases 
10 - 15 years 139 cases 
15 - 20 years 160 eases 
More than 20 years 245 cases 
Age unspecified 32 cases 


It is noted that as a general rule, the coastal regions of 
France were less affected than the central area of the eountry, 


INFLUENZA 


< ome 


La grippe (sic) is not a reportable disease in France. It 
is therefore not possible to give accurate figures for the in- 
cidence of influenza, There iswason to note, however, that for 
the past severel years epidemic manifestations of severe grippe 
have not been observed in Franoe, 


This malady has never seriously affected France, It existed 
at one time in Brittany, an epidemic focus which no longer exists. 
in 1941, there were three cases reported in Marseille, but in 
1°42 this number increased to 195, with 30 deaths. The disease 
apreared in the prisons of Mar seiile: thanks to vaccination and 
other prophylactic measures which were taken immediately, the out- 
break was limited to this area, 


In May 1943 a case was discovered near Faris, which was . 
alleged to have had its origin in a prison camp at Fresnes, This 
case was isolated and preventive measures taken immediately. More 
recently, in March 1944, 3 additional cases were reported in Faris, 
all in farced laborers under German control... These had all been 
in contact with Russian prisoners, 


(In addition the League of Nations reports an additional 
case from Courrieres in the Fas-de-Calais on 4 May 1944, ) 
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